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Society, from wUoh such papers emanate, to the support of all who hare it in their power to promote 
its obj*ts. We heartily wish it success. 



SigiUa EccIesicB ffibernicte Uluibrata. — The Episcopal wnd Capitular Sealt of the Irish Cathedral 
Churches Illustrated. — By RiOHABD Catomblb, A.B., Trin. Col. Dublin. Part 11., Waterjord, 
lAsmore, and Cork. — ^Dublin, M'GIashan, 1854. 

We had some time unce the pleasure of notioing the first portion of this curious and interesting 
work : (See Ulst. Jmim. Archcsol., I., p. 94) it is now our agreeable duty to recommend the se- 
cond part to the attention of our readers. It appears to be fully equal to its predecessor in point of 
aoouraoy, and superior to it in the quantity of historical and miscellaneous information which it con- 
tains. The study of seals may appear to some persons a frivoloos occupation ; bat the careful in* 
vestagator of history will view it in a very different light. He knows that by their aid he is often 
able to test the accuracy of pretended deeds and charters ; to detect the spurious, and authentioate the 
genuine ; and, thereby to ascertain historical facts, which would otherwise remain doubtful, or be 
erroneously understood. He knows that by their aid he can often trace the succes^on of prelates, 
deans, and other ecclesia&tical dignitaries, and thus complete the history of many ancient lurches 
and cathedrals, which would without them remain imperfect. He knows that they often pre pic- 
torial representations, by which the state of the ancient ecolesiastical buildings may be traced from 
age to age ; as well as the vestments of the clergy, the ecolesiastical supeUex, and some points con- 
nected with the ritual of the sacred offices ; and, he knows that the seals, by their form and style of 
execution, are frequently in themselves authentic documents of the condition of the arts of design 
at the time when they were engraved. In all these respects, curious facts may be ascertained or 
verified from Mr. Caulfield's publication. We add, that he performs more than his title-page pro- 
mises ; as he ^res not only the Episcopal and Capitular Seals, but the seals of the Deanery and 
Archdeaconry, in several oases; and, in all, the Verge of each cathedral church ; and the ancient 
Crozier of the See, if it be in existence. 



